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Nick Melvoin has been a counselor and alumni unit head for
the past 7 years. He is the epitome of the United in Harmony
counselor-volunteer growing into the type of young adult we
hope to nurture.This spring Nick will graduate from Harvard
University and has been accepted into the Teach America
program in Los Angeles. We are thrilled that Nick will be
close to home and United in Harmony. We asked Nick to
compose an article for the newsletter that would explain how
important the unit heads are to Camp Harmony.This past
winter session we had |0 unit heads volunteer to provide the
link between the counselors and the adult staff, in charge of
the daily activities, counselor well-being, camper dffairs, and
more. Nick enlisted the help of his fellow unit heads to offer
their experience about why they continue to return to Camp
Harmony year after year. So here’s to our fantastic, promising,
loving Unit Heads in their own words:

Nick Melvoin, 22, Harvard University

Years at Camp: 7

“l keep coming back to camp because it just feels
wrong to be anywhere else._
There’s a vitality to camp |/
that can’t be replicated
outside of Harmony— ‘
everyone who participates,
from camper to unit head,
is filled with an incredible
energy and purpose. You ,
feel part of something bigger than yourself, and
when you see these kids year after year you begin to
realize that they feel it too. My only hope is that my
campers learn as much from me as | do from them
and that they enjoy the experience half as much as |
do”

Alex Tuch, 21, University of California, Santa Cruz
Years at Camp: 7

“l keep coming back to Camp Harmony because it
is a grounding experience and it helps to put my life
into perspective. | love to show these kids a good

Unit Heads Rule!

time and knowing how much enjoyment they get

out of it is extremely rewarding. | think that Camp
Harmony is an incredible organization for what it does
during camp as well as during the year”

Benjamin Hoffman, 22, University of British Columbia,
Vancouver Years at Camp: 4

“l go to Camp Harmony every year because the smiles
and laughter of children at play reminds me that there
is more to life than the hustle and bustle of my typical
day. Nothing will replace the feeling of contentment

| have after spending time with 300 super-charged
youngsters for a weekend.”

Taylor Wasserman, 19, University of California, Santa
Cruz Years at Camp: 5
“No matter if |

was support staff, a
counselor, or unit
head, every time |
have been to camp |
have made a special
connection with at
least one child that
makes the time,
energy, effort, and expense all worth it. Camp is a place
that | can give 110% of myself and in the end have only
wished | could have given more.”

Lili Miller, 19, University of Arizona

Years at Camp: 4

“Camp Harmony has been like an extended family to
me and being able to participate in it has been a great
privilege that | am happy to have!”

If these experiences are at all emblematic then one thing is
certain: doing a good thing doesn’t have to be a chore. What
brings these kids back year after year is the bond that they feel
not only with their campers, but with one another as well.




A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WENDY KLAPPHOLZ

Excited and
delighted
would
describe how
| feel about
becoming
the Executive
Director
of United in
Harmony. | want to thank the Board of
Directors for their trust and confidence in
my abilities. Together, United in Harmony
will start to see some amazing changes and
growth.

| have been a camper, counselor, and camp
director for more years than | care to
count.As a child and well into college, |
would travel from Tennessee to Wisconsin
every summer for eight weeks of sleep
away camp. Many of those girls are still my
friends today. | was a director at M.Larry
Lawrence Jewish Community Center

FAMILY FUN FOR ALL!

New Home, New Staff

United in Harmony welcomes our new office

assistant, Calvin Dacosta, a
Wilshire Blvd.Temple reli-
gious school educator and
Jewish Studies student. Calvin
has also been a2 member of
our support staff and is a

former Leadership counselor at Camp Hess

Kramer.We're glad to have him!

day camp in La Jolla. | have also been a
teacher, school administrator and college
counselor over the past twenty years living
in Los Angeles.

It seems fitting that | have worked with
children at every age level and will
continue to do so at United in Harmony.

| am committed to helping children reach
their potential in life no matter what their
circumstances.

United in Harmony and Camp Harmony
have a very bright future ahead.The Board
of Directors and | have set goals to reach
out to as many needy children as possible,
to offer as many opportunities as we can
to our high school aged counselors to be
hands on and effective in their community,
and increase the visibility of United in
Harmony’s mission.

Winter and summer sessions at Camp
Harmony are the lifeblood of our

WE’VE

organization. Every session we bring as
many children as we can accommodate
to camp in Malibu. Filled to capacity, we
provide clothing and medical care as
needed, food, food, food it is truly “all the
food they need” also hugs and fun. Camp
is fun we all know that, but what the
campers take away from Camp Harmony
is more than an art project and a couple
of mosquito bites. Most importantly, they
take home the hearts of their counselors.

Our high school counselors and college
aged unit heads are the feet that keep
Camp Harmony moving and the hearts
that keep the spirit pumping. Our goal as
an organization is to inspire young adults
to become life-long philanthropists. It is
our hope that they take the spirit of giving
they have learned at Camp Harmony
and continue to volunteer in college

and beyond. We hope they develop into
citizens with a passion for helping and
giving to others less fortunate.

MOVED!

P.O.Box 34456
Los Angeles, CA 90034

Office 310.470.9702

Fax 310.470.9781
www.unitedinharmony.org

info@unitedinharmony.org




Alumni Star: Lindsay Tucker

| volunteered at Camp Harmony when | was 14 years old approaching 10th grade. | was a counselor to

hooked.

build my personal skills.

12 children from different shelters around Los Angeles. After my first year as a counselor | knew | was

| was a counselor all through high school and continued to volunteer as | attended college at UC Santa
Barbara. Each year was more rewarding than the last. | was thrilled to be a Unit Head and lead a group
of high school aged counselors. After four years | was invited to assist in camp programming. | also had
the opportunity to chair the Harmony Holiday Party for two years and really see how the organiza-
tion operates in a new way.All of these opportunities gave me new experiences and helped me to

Currently, I'm serving on the Board of Directors and as Director of the Leadership program. It is a privi-
lege to work with so many wonderful dedicated people. Growing up at Camp Harmony has been an honor that allowed me to see
how camp was built, the time and effort it takes and the commitment of so many volunteers to make United in Harmony a reality.

Harmony Honors... Brian Kramer

Mentoring Today

We are celebrating the close of our fifth successful mentoring
season. This year we have had an outstanding group of Mentors
who have been passionate in reaching out to work with impov-
erished inner city middle school students. They have really come
together as a whole and made a difference in the lives of each of
our Mentees.

The Mentoring Program began as a way to continue our wonderful
work at Camp Harmony. Children who have attended camp and
have aged out of being a camper have been referred to our Men-
toring Program where high school
students continue efforts to reach
out to impoverished children at
monthly activities. The Mentor-
ing Program has grown from 15
high school Mentors to 32; which
also mean more middle school
Mentees.

Mentors and Mentees have had

some terrific adventures together

this year playing games, learning at the Pacific Aquarium, LA Zoo
and the Museum of Tolerance. Our year culminates with The Amaz-
ing Journey a journey through downtown LA that includes applying
for a library card and checking out a book from the Main Library.
The Journey ends with a final banquet of our Mentoring season.VVe
have grown stronger as a program, we have seen the counselors
grow closer to their Mentees and we have planted some seeds of
hope and opportunity.

Leadership-jJulia Steinberg

After such and amazing experience as a counselor at Camp Har-
mony, | knew that that could not be all- | just couldn’t wait until
next summer to do something.Then | heard about Leadership, a
program that is part of Camp
Harmony that allows counsel-
ors to have contact with the
campers throughout the year.

| have been a part of Camp
Harmony for four years and of
Leadership for two years.

Through my experience with
Leadership, | have been able to
form meaningful relationships
with many of my campers. Every week | get a call from at least two
campers updating me on their family, friends, school and anything
else going on in their lives. Leadership has provided me with a con-
nection to my campers that helps hem through the year, and also
helps to give me a meaningful opportunity to connect with some
amazing kids.

Whether we laugh together at a bowling event, learn about team-
work at a basketball game, learn about the world at the science
museum or let loose at a dance party, the monthly events allow
homeless children of Los Angeles an opportunity to just be kids. |
am eternally grateful for the opportunities that Camp Harmony
and Leadership have given me, and to quote our own Camp
Harmony Song,“Camp Harmony’s a part of me. Everywhere | go.
Because it’s the place where | feel safe with everyone | know.”



Passmans Pay it Forward

On the first day of Winter Camp 2008 you would have passed a table full of big, beautiful cookies.
Shana Passman baked dozens of cookies for all of the counselors and support staff volunteering at
Camp Harmony. Shana once again fulfilled her role as the most nurturing, loving volunteer we are
proud to know.

Shana and Don Passman have been involved with Camp Harmony since its inception |9 years ago, and
have had the joy of watching it grow into the expansive operation it is today.All four of the Passman
children, Danny, David, Josh and Jordan have participated as camp counselors, leadership and support
staff at camp.They have made life-long friends and the experience has given them a perspective they
would not have otherwise found. David recalls the summer he rode on the bus with the campers
through the tunnel in Santa Monica and the beach appeared.All the campers on the bus ran to the
windows to see the ocean a sight in their own backyard that they had never seen before.

The entire Passman family has shared in the Harmony experience. Don wonders,“How many chances
do we get to work alongside our children? To see them mature as they guide young people? How won-
derful is it for the campers to have positive role models? How impressive is it that so many volunteers,
both young people and adults, give freely of their time to create this experience for needy children?”

Shana, Don and their sons continue to volunteer in all aspects
of United in Harmony. Shana serves as Vice President on the
Board of Directors, Danny has wowed campers at the Har-
mony Holiday Party for the past two years with his magical
skills, Jordan has been a Unit Head and Josh has been sharp-
ening the chess talents of the campers.

Special thanks to Shana, Don, Danny, David, Josh and Jordan
for the gifts you bring to United in Harmony.We have no
words to express our appreciation for your generous spirits,
good humor, positive outlook and delicious treats. United in
Harmony is honored to recognize the Passman family.

Mike’s Run

In high school | remember a bunch €85

of my friends would go to Camp B t
Harmony to work as counselors. | ; I
never understood that.Why would A @'}
they spend their free time doing i
that? Finally, | get it! Experience has :—
shown me that when | give a good
day, | get a good day.When you
see the difference you make or the
appreciation you get from others, there’s nothing
else that can match that feeling.

it either. | ran through neighborhoods | had never
seen before but every face we passed was smil-
ing at us, especially the children. | started to think
about the kids at Camp Harmony and how their

the race and how all of my friends and family have

end! The city came together to help the runners
the way my family and friends came together to
help me make a difference in someones life. | am
forever thankful. | am also thankful to everyone at

| decided to run the Los Angeles Marathon this year United in Harmony for giving me this opportunity.

for the very first time. | also decided to try and do
it for a good cause as well as my own satisfaction. |
called a family friend, Laurie Bernhard, and we start-
ed brainstorming. Laurie suggested Camp Harmony.

for United in Harmony!

Supporters of Mike

Lloyd Ahern Kathryn Kettler
| approached my family and friends to support my Marshall & Dawn Bein Colleen & Kevin Kilbuck
run by making a donation to United in Harmony.As Ria Berkus Lynda & Herbert Kirby

Laurie Bernhard
Kimberly Davis James Klein
O’Neill Dennis Robert J. Levy
Stuart Bloomberg & Mary FarrellGaylord Litenberg
Gail Ellis & Samuel Fox Sarah Oestreich
Nancy & Gary Freedman Doris Ollestad
Lloyd & Laurel Garver
Judith & Patrick Gigliotti
Renee & Allen Gilbert
Leiko Hamada

Mimi Baer & Arthur Hoyle
George-Ann Hyams
Stanley & Nancy lezman
Ronald & Carol Jacobi

the weeks went by the checks started rolling in, | Wendy Klappholz

couldn’t believe it. The amount of money | got back
from everyone was beyond what | had expected.
Ronna Slutske called to thank me and invited me

up to Camp Harmony’s winter session.That’s when
it came full circle, when | saw how Camp Harmony
makes a positive impact on others.While | was there
every support staff member | talked to said that they
had been coming to camp for years.That really blew
me away and showed me how involved the volun-
teers are with this organization.

Robert Reece Kerr &
Lois Reinis

Jack Rosenbaum

On the day of the race | wasn’t really sure what | Louis Savett

was getting myself into. | didn’t want to think about

being able to attend camp depended on me finishing

helped me get to where | am today. | made it to the

Thank you Mike Walzman you raised over $5,000

Carolyn & Terry O’Neill

Darrell James Pickford

Thomas Safran & Assoc.
Ralph & Amelia Saltzman

Who'’s this
Counselor?

Elise Schumock

Ronna Slutske

Robert & Margaret Stelzl
Bruce & Judith Stern

Nancy Morgan Ritter

Dana & Edward Twining

Jan & Mark Victor

Lynn Wallace

Terry & Rose Walzman

Alex Walzman

Patti O’Neal & Mark Walzman
Lynn & Mark Williams
Stephen & Nina Winterbottom
Alexandra Zacharias

Marcia & Steve Zacharias
Zachary Zalben

Target Promotions Inc.



CHARLOTTE GOODE AWARD

Congratulations to Cari Kay and Scott Boyer for receiving our 5 annual
Charlotte Goode Volunteer Award.This award is given to volunteers who have
given of their time, effort and support always willing to go the extra mile to make
United in Harmony a unique and successful organization.

Cari Kay has been a volunteer at Camp Harmony and United in Harmony events

for the past eight years. Cari is the “can-do” volunteer, she never says no and is

always ready, willing and able to assist in everyway.

Cari truly values the difference every single person
at Camp Harmony makes in a child’s life. She says,
“You walk away feeling accomplished.”

Scott Boyer came to United in Harmony seven years ago although he feels like, “it had
always been a part of my life; like | was home. From the first day, | knew that Camp
Harmony was a wonderful place to be. | knew that these kids needed help and United
in Harmony was dedicated and focused on giving it to them.”

Thank you Cari and Scott for your dedication and commitment to United in Harmony.
Thank you for your support in everyway and everyday.

A look at Winter Camp 2008...

The buses will be coming soon!

Camp Harmony summer session starts this August.
Get ready for another fun filled summer.
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Los Angeles, CA 90034

Board of Directors

Ronna Slutske, President
Shana Passman,Vice-President
Carol Goldberg, Treasurer
Lorri Herman, Secretary

Wendie Goode-Dox
Janet Jonas

Ronald Long

Lauren Markowitz
Brett Marz

Lauren Pelissier
Mark Siegal

Adam Slutske
Lindsay Tucker

Wendy Klappholz, Executive Director

Laurie Bernhard, Consultant
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